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Hello Ramblers, 

welcome to our Autumn into Winter programme of 
walks and more. 

If you complete every one of these perambulations 
you will enjoy well over 100 miles of footpaths. Just 
think of how much money that will save you on your 
central heating bill this winter! All the more money 
to spend on coffee and cake in various cafes 
around the Cotswolds after our meetings. 

My BIG THANK YOUS this month go to  

1) Lois Latimer who has taken over from Alan Cook 
as webmaster. Lois has a wonderful mastery of all 
things www. so we should all be grateful to her for 
taking this task on. 

2) Alan Cook for setting up the current form of our 
web presence, which continues to receive positive 
feedback from both members and non-members 
alike.  

3) Phil Gearing for putting together this programme 
for you all to enjoy. 

4) Christopher Somerville for kindly agreeing to 
come and talk to us on Thursday 30th November at 
Waterstones in Cirencester, about his walking 
column in the Times each Saturday as well as his 
Wainwright nominated book "The January Man" 

5) All members of the committee for all the 
background work they do. 

Pat and I do hope to meet as many of you as we 
can, at many of the walks and events we have 
organised over the next four months. 

So Happy Rambling, cake eating, brewery visiting, 
Christmas to you all and oh yes 2018 is going to be 
a cracker! Ilfracombe here we come. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

I am delighted to extend a very warm welcome 
from all existing members, to our new members 
who have joined between 1st June and 30th 
September.  They are: Jennifer Smith, Madelaine & 

Neil Cox, Martin Webb, Alison Grimley, John & 
Helena Spinks, Susan Robbins, Lucy & Norman 
Cherrie, David Hamilton, Susan Norris and Roger 
Righton.  We all look forward to walking with you 
and sharing the beautiful Cotswold countryside. 

FOOTPATH NEWS 

The Footpath Committee has recently come across 
a path near Withington that is gradually sliding 
down a hill. Someone has installed a rope to hold 
onto but this is totally unsatisfactory. Plans are now 
in place for the site to be surveyed by a GCC 
footpath officer.  If possible the PMV’s (Path 
Maintenance Volunteers) will take up the challenge 
of making this path safer and easier to use.  

 

Meanwhile the PMV’s are continuing to improve the 
Wysis Way. We have had regular working parties 
clearing back vegetation and nailing up new 
waymarks. We are still moving west and will 
hopefully make it to Bisley at the next session. If 
you are interested in helping please get in touch. 
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Closer to Cirencester we have been active behind 
the scenes ensuring that a new stile in Siddington 
has been changed to a gate to make it more 
accessible to all. Contact with local people, the 
Bathurst Estate and the GCC will hopefully ensure 
that all the local residents will continue to enjoy the 
path without the obstruction of a stile. 

Pathwatch continues to deliver useful information 
to Footpath Secretaries across the county. 
However, the information arrives as part of a 
spreadsheet and this requires analysis before it 
can be used. We are seeking someone with basic 
computer skills to take on this task – probably 
about one hour a fortnight. Please contact me if 
you feel you could help. 

Finally, a presentation about walking, the Ramblers 
and mapping was recently delivered to the new 
international students at the Royal Agricultural 
University. As well as attending the presentation 
the students were led on a short walk along the 
Macmillan Way and the Wysis Way for a brief trip 
to the source of the Thames. 

If you have any queries, please contact Richard 
Holmes horbox@hotmail.com or phone 07726 
566609. 

VILLAGE VISITS 

 

Mr Bill White gives a guided tour of Northleach's 
magnificent "wool church" of St. Peter and St Paul. 

The monthly Village Visits have included a day out 
on the Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Steam 
Railway; and lunches in Bibury, Northleach and 
Stratton.  For details of future Village Visits contact 
Bill & Jane Irving 01285 650012 or check our 
website www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk. 

SHORT MID-WEEK WALKS  

Each month there is an easy, short (4 to 5 miles) 
walk.  Over the last few months we have walked 
from Chedworth Farm Shop, Catherine Wheel at 

Bibury, Tunnel House Inn near Coates and 
Minchinhampton all with the option of lunch 
afterwards.   

 

The next walk will be from Hook Norton on 20th 
October.  Details are included in the monthly 
updates and on our website; but do not appear in 
the programme below.  We meet up at the Travel 
Lodge car park so if you are interested in leading a 
walk or joining us then contact Mike Bailey 01666 
577755 or ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

STRAWBERRY TEA – SUNDAY 25TH JUNE 

 

This year’s Strawberry Tea was held at Halina 
Tipper’s lovely house in Bibury and we thank her 
for her hospitality.  Following a short walk thirty 
eight members enjoyed strawberries and cream 
and cakes donated by members.   

A “TASTE OF THE WEST COUNTRY 2017”  

This holiday/walking break will take place between 
9th to 13th October 2017 at the Toorak Hotel in 
Torquay. Some 27 members and guests are 
booked for this popular event. There will be two 
morning walks during the week, which will finish in 
time to get back to the hotel for the cream tea and 
the cheese and cider tasting. 

HOOK NORTON BREWERY VISIT FRIDAY 20TH 
OCTOBER 

Steve & Kathryn have organised a visit to the Hook 
Norton Brewery for 18 members and guests (tour 



 

bookings have now closed).  There will be an easy 
walk in the morning open to all (see programme 
below) followed by lunch and an organised tour of 
the brewery in the afternoon. 

AGM SUNDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 

This year’s AGM will again be held at Ampney 
Crucis Village Hall.  There will be a short walk in 
the morning (see programme below) followed by a 
bring and share lunch before the AGM. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH SUNDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 

This year’s Christmas Lunch will be held at 
Corinium Court Hotel, Cirencester.  There will be 
the usual short walk beforehand.  See programme 
below for walk details and the booking form at the 
end of this newsletter.  All members and guests are 
welcome; but places are limited. 

CHRISTOPHER SOMERVILLE EVENING TALK 
THURSDAY 30th NOVEMBER AT 7 PM 

 

We are very pleased to be putting on a joint event 
with Waterstones Bookshop in Cirencester, when 
Christopher Somerville, the Walking Correspondent 
from The Times will be coming to talk to us and 
members of the public about his two current books. 
Further information on Christopher, his walks and 
books can be found at 
http://www.christophersomerville.co.uk/ . 

The event is free but places are limited.  Ramblers 
will be given priority when booking a place; but 
after 31st October Waterstones will open it up to the 
public.  If you want to reserve a place then contact 
Rosemary Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET AT 
PORTSMOUTH HISTORIC DOCKYARD 

Following the revamp of the Mary Rose Museum 
we are visiting the dockyard on Sunday 3rd 
December. Tickets will give us access to the 
Victorian Christmas Market as well as all the 
Dockyard attractions.  We already have 39 
confirmed bookings; but there is still room on the 

coach for more members and guests to come 
along.  For further details contact Rosemary Bailey 
01666 577755 or ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com.  

QUIZ NIGHT 21ST FEBRUARY 

Steve and Kathryn Meredith will be running their 
usual quiz night.  The event will take place again at 
the Ampney Crucis Village Hall 1900 for a 1930 
start.  We make up teams on the night so come 
along and enjoy the fun.  Tea, coffee and biscuits 
will be provided; but otherwise BYO drinks.  For 
more details contact: Steve and Kathryn (01285 
659165) 

AWAY WEEKEND 2018 (13-15 April) 

We will be based at the Carlton Hotel in Ilfracombe, 
North Devon for the Away Weekend next year.  We 
have used all of our allocation of hotel rooms with 
48 booked into the hotel, but others can come 
along if they can sort out their own B&B 
accommodation then they can join the group for 
dinner each evening. If you decide to do this then 
please let us know at least 4 weeks before the 
weekend so that we can make the necessary 
arrangements with the Carlton Hotel. We plan to 
have a range of walks of varying lengths on 
Saturday and Sunday so there should be 
something to suit most people.  For those that are 
unable to come on walks, there are other places of 
interest nearby. 

More details about the weekend are available from 
Rosemary Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

POSSIBLE FUTURE EVENTS 

Your committee is always looking for interesting 
ideas for away days, walks and events (e.g. the 
Hook Norton walk and visit); but we would welcome 
your views and ideas. These events can only take 
place if they get support from sufficient numbers of 
members and their guests, for them to be cost 
effective. 

RAMBLERS WALKING HOLIDAYS  

Remember, when a member books a holiday with 
Ramblers Walking Holidays (see advert at the end 
of this newsletter), the Walking Partnership 
Payments to Groups, will pay us a contribution of 
£10 to £30 per person, depending on the type of 
holiday.  When you book please quote, 
Cirencester Ramblers Group.  For further 
details of the scheme go to their website 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartn
ership 

 

HAPPY RAMBLING   

JOHN BOOKWOOD – CHAIRMAN 



 

Walks Programme November 2017 to February 2018 

Further news and updates to the walks programme can be found on our website: www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk  
Walks may vary from the advertised programme as some Leaders will not have been able to do walkovers at time of going to print. 
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Sun 
5th 
Nov 

0930 To the 
“Bottom” and 

Back 
 

5.5 M From Kingscote we make our way 
down Marlees Brook valley. Then back 
to Kingscote along Ozleworth Bottom 
and past Lasborough. One refreshment 
stop 

Mike and 
Rosemary 

Bailey 

01666 
577755 

OTD 
07870 

976315 

£3 

Sun 
12th 
Nov 

0930 Four National 
Trust 

Commons 
 

7 M The walk passes through parts of 4 
National Trust commons. The paths 
have exceptional views over the 
Woodchester and Golden Valleys. 
Starting in Minchinhampton the walk 
continues through the pretty village of 
Box, across Minchinhampton Common, 
skirting Pinfarthings and Amberley to 
Rodborough Common.  Then progress 
is made above the Golden Valley 
through Bowham and Besbury 
Common via picturesque hamlets 
steeped in history from the area's 
flourishing woollen industry times.  Two 
refreshment stops. 

Sylvia 
Hemmings 

01285 
655637 

OTD 
07487 

677444  

£2 

Sun 
19th 
Nov 

0930 Meet and Eat 5 L A stroll from Ampney Crucis through 
Ampney St Mary to  Poulton returning 
through Ampney St Peter for our Bring 
and Share Lunch and AGM. One 
refreshment stop. 

Phil 
Gearing 

01285 
851855 

OTD 
 07593 
522772  

£2 

Sun 
26th 
Nov 

0930 Christmas 
Lunch Walk 

5 L From the Waterloo the walk goes on 
permissive paths through Hare Bushes 
and the Chestermaster Estate to 
Baunton before returning to Cirencester 
in time for the Christmas Lunch.  One 
refreshment stop. 

Stuart Dyer 01285 
651009 

OTD 
07919 

333152 

na 

Sun 
3rd 
Dec 

0800 
Early Start from 

the Beeches 
Car park 

Portsmouth 
Historic 

Dockyard 

  No walk today but instead an away day 
to the Victorian Christmas Market at 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard.  Places 
on the coach must have been booked 
by 5th November. 

Rosemary 
Bailey 

01666 
577755 

OTD 
07870 

976315 

na 

Sun 
10th 
Dec 

0930 Thomas 
Cromwell and 
Hailes Abbey 

5 M From the ancient Hailes Abbey we go 
to Didbrook before climbing up to 
Stumps Cross. From there onto to 
Farmcote before returning for possible 
Tea and Cake.  One refreshment stop. 

Andy 
Dearing 

07930 
520506 

£3 



 

Sun 
17th 
dec 

0930 Malmesbury 
to Corston 
and Back 

6 L From the old station yard in 
Malmesbury. An easy walk to Corston 
and back via Daniel's Well, King's 
Heath and Corston Pond. An easy walk 
across farmland and tracks. One 
refreshment stop. 

Morag 
Masters 

01793 
751357 

OTD 
07730 

454512. 

£3 

Sun 
24th 
dec 

    NO WALK THIS WEEK    

Sun 
31st 
Dec 

    NO WALK THIS WEEK    

Thu 
4th 
Jan 

0930 
Meet at the 
Travelodge 
Cirencester 

Hotel car park, 
Burford Road 

(A429), 
Cirencester 

Bibury 
Resolution 

 

3.5 L If your New Year’s Resolution is to start 
or continue walking, our short walk in 
the Ramblers Festival of Winter walks 
is a country walk going north west of 
Bibury to Arlington and Ablington before 
returning via Arlington Row.   Fairly 
level route with two short inclines.  One 
refreshment stop. 

Alan Cook 01285 
861603 

OTD 
07927 

384340 

£2 

Sun 
7th 
Jan 

0930 
 

Guiting 
Power to the 

People 

5 L A gentle ramble from Guiting Power to 
Naunton via fields, tracks and country 
lanes previously walked by the Saxons, 
Knights Templers, Le Poers and three 
Frenchmen!!!  One refreshment stop.  

Sue Bruton 01285 
657222 

OTD 
07813 

287362 

£3 

Sun 
14th 
Jan 

0930 The Devils 
Chimney 

6.5 M A Walk from Seven Springs to the 
Devil’s Chimney, using the Cotswold 
Way, and then back through Ullenwood 
and Cobberley  We should get fine 
views over Cheltenham. The walk does 
not include Green Lane or Crickley Hill 
park. Two refreshment stops.  

Phil 
Gearing 

01285 
855851 

OTD 
07593 

522772 

£3 

Sun 
21st 
Jan 

0930 The Wool 
Trail 

9 M From Nailsworth we walk to Ruskin Mill 
and up to Tiltupds End before using 
Ledgemoor Bottom to Avening – 
returning above Gatcombe Park and 
through Hazel Wood. Some steep 
climbs. Two refreshment stops. 

Marion 
Preston 

01285 
654904 

OTD 
07854 

179541  

£3 

Sun 
28th 
Jan 

0930 Cowley 
Countryside 

5.5 M A walk on paths and tracks in the area 
of Cowley and Stockwell with extensive 
countryside views.  Mostly leisurely 
walking apart from a steady uphill route 
out of Cowley of nearly a mile. Two 
stiles, both new, wooden with a double 
step. One refreshment stop 

Alan Cook 01285 
861603 

OTD 
07927 

384340 

£2 

Sun 
4rd 
Feb 

0930 Bisley 7.5 M The walk from Bisley takes in Bournes 
Green, Oakridge, Iles Green, Far 
Oakridge, Friths and Waterlane.  Before 
returning to Bisley.  Two refreshment 
stops. 

Martin 
Vincent 

07790 
437908 

£3 



 

Sun 
11th 
Feb 

0930 Severn Views 11 S From Dursley a hilly walk using the 
Cotswold Way for one part.  Two 
refreshment stops. 

Richard 
Holmes 

07726 
566609 

£3 

Sun 
18th 
Feb 

0930 Edgeworth 5.5 M From Edgeworth we go Pinbury Park 
through the wooded Frome Valley.  
May be muddy.  Several hills.  One 
refreshment stop. 

Andrew 
Coles 

01285 
656974 

OTD 
07967 

151029 

£2 

Sun 
25th 
Feb 

0930 Sapperton 6 M  From Sapperton through woods to 
Daneway House, then across fields and 
skirting Siccaridge Wood, on to Far 
Oakridge.  Entering Oakridge village 
and then down to the canal.  One 
refreshment stop. 

Steve and 
Kathryn 
Meredith 

01285 
659165 

OTD 
07502 

281184 

£2 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO LEAD A WALK IN THE NEXT PROGRAMME (March to June 2018 then contact Rosemary Bailey 
01666 577755 or cren.ramblers@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

  



 

 

NOTE TO LEADERS AND BACKMARKERS:  Please carry a whistle, compass, first aid kit, paper and pen, and map.   The Leader 
must appoint a Backmarker who is familiar with the route. If possible the leader should include a mobile phone number with any 
directions for On The Day (OTD) communication. Further guidance is available from the Walk Leaders Checklist.  Leaders are kindly 
asked to give Pat Beckley (01285 861486 or e-mail pat.beckley@btinternet.com) an account of their walk by the following Monday 
morning.   

MEETING PLACE: On Sundays and evenings  - The Waterloo Car Park, Cirencester, GL7 2QR (SP 026021).  On mid-week mornings 

- the Travelodge Cirencester Hotel car park, Burford Road (A429), Cirencester.  Cars depart promptly at the time shown in 
the programme.  Registered Assistance Dogs Only are allowed on walks. 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS:  Car drivers must report to the leader for directions to the start point.  Members accepting lifts contribute 
a sum of £2, £3 or £4 to their driver depending on the distance from Cirencester. 

REFRESHMENTS: Please bring sufficient food and drink for the walk.  At least one refreshment stop is made on all walks, and 
two if longer than a morning or afternoon.  

WALK GRADES: Walks are graded in accordance with the Ramblers guidance.  Stout footwear and waterproof clothing are advisable.    
Below is a guide to the walk grades, if in doubt contact the walk leader. 

Easy Walks for anyone who does not have a mobility difficulty or a specific health problem or is seriously unfit.  

Leisurely Walks for reasonably fit people with at least a little country walking experience.  

Moderate Walks for people with country walking experience and a good level of fitness.  

Strenuous Walks for experienced country walkers with an above average fitness level. 

FOLLOW THE LEADER. Please do not walk in front of the leader. The leader will have planned the route and pace and will change 
either only if exceptional circumstances demand it. If you wish to leave the walk please inform the leader. 

All sporting and leisure activities have inherent hazards associated with them and rambling is no exception. In spite of the 
safety of members always being of the paramount concern, accidents will occasionally occur. It is important, therefore, that 
when entering into the activity, each member appreciates that they have a responsibility to identify the hazards associated 
with the activity and take all reasonable steps to eliminate or minimise the potential for an accident to arise. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales.  
Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 



 

Cirencester Ramblers Christmas Lunch 
Sunday 26th November 2017 – 12.30 for 1.00 pm lunch 

at The Corinium Hotel, Gloucester Street, Cirencester GL7 2DG 
 

Name(s): (1) 

                (2) 

Telephone No: 

Special Dietary Requirements: 

(delete as appropriate) 

Cheque enclosed for £_____________/I have paid £____________by BACS on __________ 

 
A change of venue this year for our annual Christmas Lunch. As previous years members are 
welcome to bring guests to the lunch and members of other Rambler Groups are also welcome. 
The cost is £21.00 per person for both members and guests.  
 

Return your booking details (by email, booking form or letter) and full payment by  

Sunday 5 November 2017 to:  

Alan Cook, 10 Dairy Farm, Ashton Keynes, Swindon SN6 6NZ.  Tel. 01285 861603 or e-mail 
choices to alanrcook@btinternet.com or hand form to Alan on walks or to Rosemary Bailey. 

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Alan Cook’ or alternatively you can use BACS.   
The Sort Code is 07-00-93, Account No. is 33333334 and Reference No: 0391/335487517.  All 
three numbers MUST be included for the payment to be processed.  
Please note any cancellations after 12 November will be charged in full and all cancellations must be 
made via Alan Cook. 

 

Cirencester Ramblers – Christmas Lunch 2017 

Please indicate your Choices (one from each section) for each person. 1 2 

Starters Smoked Salmon & Crab Parcels, Dill, Lemon & Yogurt Dressing   

Course Chicken & Pork Terrine, Cider & Apple Chutney   

Cotswold Winter Vegetable & Lentil Soup with Herb Sippets (v)   

 Melon, Kiwi and Mint Cocktail, Mango & Passion Fruit Foam (v)   

*Main 
Courses 

 

Crown of Roasted Turkey, Bacon & Chipolata Rolls, Seasonal Stuffing   

Braised Rump Steak, Oyster Mushrooms, Rich Red Wine Sauce   

Sweet Potato, Heritage Carrot and Chestnut Roast, Leek & Chive Sauce (v)   

 Supreme of Sea Trout with Prawn Mousseline Sauce   

Desserts Vanilla Bean & Mascarpone Cheese Cake, Winter Berry Coulis   

Christmas Pudding with a Brandy Sauce   

Profiteroles, Crème Patissiere and Chocolate Sauce   

Trio of Cheeses, Grapes, Celery & Biscuits   

A choice of coffee, de-caff coffee or tea with mints served at the end of the meal and included in price. 

* All Main Courses Served with Fresh Seasonal Vegetables and Potatoes. 


