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Hello Ramblers, 

“Summertime and the walking is easy 
Our path is clear, thanks to Richard and team 
Welcome to new members, we are so pleased that 
you chose us 
So follow the leader, let’s see where we go” 

 With apologies to Gershwin! 

Thank you  

Firstly to Sarah Miller for putting this new 
programme together, we can all now look forward 
to 24 new excuses to walk with Cirencester 
Ramblers as we travel from Summer into Autumn. 

Secondly to the Committee for their many 
organisational skills that pull together all the 
walking and non-walking activities we have lined up 
for you. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

I am delighted to extend a very warm welcome 
from all existing members, to our new members 
who have joined between 1st February and 31st 
May.  They are: Jean Miller; Eileen Hyde; Gary 
Thorpe; Marilyn Swallowe; Mary Hince; Matthew 
Staff; Wendell Buckley; Alyson Flynn; Roger & 
Madeleine Dakin and Tina & Brian Reynolds.  We 
all look forward to walking with you and sharing the 
beautiful Cotswold countryside. 

LYME’S DISEASE 

Unfortunately, when summer comes, ticks become 
more prevalent in the lush undergrowth.  

Sadly, as each year passes, more and more 
people are being bitten by ticks, which are tiny and 
easy to miss. If Lyme’s disease then develops, it 
can have devastating effects on your health.  

I should hate any of our members to have to give 
up walking because of this, so I feel I must bring it 
to your attention and urge you to look at  

https://lymediseaseuk.com/2016/02/10/tick-bite-
prevention-and-removal/ and take heed of the 
advice they offer. 

FOOTPATH NEWS 

The Footpath Committee is continuing to monitor 
issues on the path network. At our last meeting 
there were more than twenty areas of concern, 
varying between a collapsed bridge in Lechlade, a 
landowner blocking a path near the Kemble airfield 
and overgrown stiles in Dowdeswell. We have 
checked out an official diversion in Chedworth and 
contributed to an application to create new paths in 
South Cerney. 

 

We have volunteers who are currently completing 
routine path surveys. In the last couple of months 
this has been in conjunction with Gloucestershire 
County Council.  In future our surveys will be part 
of the council procedure so we are now using the 
formal audit procedures and forms. This is part of 
an agreement with GCC to ensure that the 
Ramblers Pathwatch project will be properly 
processed in our county. 
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We are looking for others to help with the survey 
process so if you would like to walk a few paths 
and complete some simple forms please get in 
touch. 

It was very gratifying to receive an email recently 
from a member of the public to thank the Path 
Maintenance Volunteers for reopening a path in 
Down Ampney. This is the first feedback we have 
received although the work was completed 
sometime ago. Currently, as there have been very 
few notifications of paths being obstructed by 
vegetation, the PMVs are continuing along the 
WYSIS way. This generally involves clearing 
overhanging vegetation and putting up way marks. 
The plan is to arrange more working parties 
through the summer. 

Any queries about the footpath network, please 
contact Richard Holmes horbox@hotmail.com or 
phone 07726 566609. 

VILLAGE VISITS 

 

The monthly Village Visits have continued with 
lunches at The Tavern, Kemble; AV8 Restaurant, 
Cotswold Airport; King's Meadow Beefeater, 
Cirencester and Chedworth Farm Shop Café.  The 
next Village Visit in June will be our annual day out 
on the Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Steam 
Railway from Cheltenham.  For details of future 
Village Visits contact Bill & Jane Irving 01285 
650012 or check our website 
www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk. 

SHORT MID-WEEK WALKS 

These monthly, easy, short (4 to 5 miles) walks 
have established themselves with members.  Over 
the last few months there have been walks from 
Coate Water, Coln St Aldwyns, Sherston and 
Buscot; all with the option of lunch afterwards. The 
next walk will be on Thursday 15th June, starting 
from Chedworth Farm Shop.  Details are included 
in the monthly updates and on our website; but do 
not appear in the attached programme.  We meet 
up at the Travel Lodge car park so if you are 
interested in leading a walk or joining us then 
contact Mike Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

AWAY WEEKEND 2017 - SIDMOUTH 

 

This year’s Away Weekend in March, was at the 
delightful Bedford Hotel, Sidmouth.  We had 49 
members and guests on this trip, with most 
enjoying at least one of the five walks available 
over the Saturday and Sunday. 

BARN DANCE – 31ST MARCH 

 

Over 50 members and guests enjoyed the Barn 
Dance at Down Ampney Village Hall. We danced to 
the Amazing Matchless Band and as usual our 
members provided an excellent bring and share 
supper.  

BLENHEIM PALACE – SUNDAY 7TH MAY 

Twenty-three members and guests enjoyed a day 
out in glorious spring weather at Blenheim Place 
and Park. The morning was spent exploring the 
palace and formal gardens.  After lunch 19 
members went on a 5 mile walk around Queen 
Pool, Great Lake and High Park with its ancient 
oaks, some 900 to over 1000 years old.  We 
finished up at the Pleasure Gardens for tea and 
cake. 

STRAWBERRY TEA – SUNDAY 25TH JUNE 

This year’s Strawberry Tea will be held at Halina 
Tipper’s house in Bibury.  There will be the usual 
short walk beforehand (see walks programme) or 
you can just come for the strawberries, cream and 



 

cake.  Donations of cakes most welcome.  For 
more details contact Mike Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com.  

A “TASTE OF THE WEST COUNTRY 2017”  

 

This holiday/walking break will take place between 
9th to 13th October 2017 at the Toorak Hotel in 
Torquay. Some 29 members and guests have 
booked for this popular event. We understand at 
present all rooms within the hotel are allocated, but 
they may have further availability nearer the time if 
other groups do not use all of their allocated rooms. 
For further details contact Rosemary Bailey 01666 
577755 or ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

AWAY WEEKEND 2018 (13-15  April) 

It may be 10 months away but plans are already 
made for the Away Weekend in 2018.  We will be 
based at the Carlton Hotel in Ilfracombe, North 
Devon.  A booking form is included with this 
newsletter giving full details.  We plan to have a 
range of walks of varying lengths on Saturday and 
Sunday so there should be something to suit most 
people.  For those that are unable to come on 
walks, there are other places of interest nearby. As 
always you can extend your stay by arriving on 
Thursday and/or staying for Sunday night.  

More details about the weekend are available from 
Rosemary Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

HOOK NORTON BREWERY VISIT FRIDAY 20TH 
OCTOBER 

Steve & Kathryn are organising a visit to the Hook 
Norton Brewery.  There will be an easy 4.5 mile 
walk followed by lunch then an opportunity of an 
organised tour of the brewery in the afternoon, 
group cost £12pp for tour.  If you are interested 
then contact Rosemary Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

CHRISTOPHER SOMMERVILLE EVENING TALK 
THURSDAY 16TH NOVEMBER AT 7 PM 

We are very pleased to be putting on a joint event 
with Waterstones Bookshop in Cirencester, when 
Christopher Sommerville, the Walking 

Correspondent from The Times will be coming to 
talk to us and members of the public about his two 
current books. Further information on Christopher, 
his walks and books can be found at 
http://www.christophersomerville.co.uk/  

Please put the date in your diary and look out for 
further details concerning this in September. 

AGM SUNDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 

This year’s AGM will again be held at Ampney 
Crucis Village Hall.  There will be a short walk in 
the morning followed by a bring and share lunch 
before the AGM. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH SUNDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 

We have decided to have a change of venue for 
this year’s Christmas Lunch.  It will be held at 
Corinium Court Hotel, Cirencester.  There will be 
the usual short walk beforehand.  Full details to 
follow later in the summer. 

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET AT 
PORTSMOUTH HISTORIC DOCKYARD 

We are thinking of a return trip to the Dockyard 
following the revamp of the Mary Rose Museum on 
Sunday 3 December. Tickets would give us access 
to the Victorian Christmas Market as well as all the 
Dockyard attractions.  Further details will be issued 
in the near future. 

POSSIBLE FUTURE EVENTS 

Your tireless committee is always looking for ways 
to enhance your life with interesting ideas for walks 
and events; but we would welcome your views and 
ideas as well: day trip to Hampton Court Palace; 
and return trip to Kew Gardens. 

RAMBLERS WALKING HOLIDAYS  

Remember, when a member books a holiday with 
Ramblers Walking Holidays, the Walking 
Partnership Payments to Groups, will pay us a 
contribution of £10 to £30 per person, depending 
on the type of holiday.  When you book please 
quote, Cirencester Ramblers Group.  For further 
details of the scheme go to their website 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartn
ership 

 

HAPPY RAMBLING   

JOHN BOOKWOOD – CHAIRMAN 



 

Walks Programme July 2017 to October 2017 

Further news and updates to the walks programme can be found on our website: www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk  
Walks may vary from the advertised programme as some Leaders will not have been able to do walkovers at time of going to 

print. 
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Sun 
2 Jul 

0930 A Walk in the 
Park 

5.5 M This walk contains some steep 
ascents and descents. The route is 
varied, through woodland, fields and 
parkland, affording good views. The 
approach to Misarden Park from the 
lodge is regal. There is much wildlife 
to be seen if you go quietly.   One 
refreshment stop. 

George 
Savvides 

01285 
885839 

OTD 
07454 
930111 

2 

Sun 
9 Jul 

0930 A Chocolate 
Box Walk 

7.5 L From Bourton-on-the-Water the walk 
incorporates the Slaughters, firstly 
Upper Slaughter before continuing on 
to Lower Slaughter. This pair of 
villages tucked down in the Eye 
Valley, are two of the most beautiful 
and charming in the area. Country 
lanes, tracks, riverside pastures and 
some road walking.  Two refreshment 
stops.  There is a parking charge of 
£3. 

Sylvia 
Hemmings 

01285 
655637 

OTD 
07487 
677444 

3 

Tue 
11 Jul 

1830 The King’s Call 
to Arms 

4.5 L From North Cerney we follow 
permissive paths to the Monarch’s 
Way and then onto Green Meadow 
Farm. We return via Rendcombe and 
the River Churn.  A few short steep 
inclines.  The option of a drink 
afterwards in the Bathurst Arms. 

Mike & 
Rosemary 

Bailey 

01666 
577755 

OTD 
07870 
976315 

2 

Sun 
16 Jul 

0930 A Walk of Pink 
and Grey 

6.5 L From Sherston, past Pinkney Park to 
Easton Grey, then back by the Fosse 
Way to Sherston.  We walk at a brisk 
pace to be back in Sherston by circa 
1315.  One refreshment stop. 

Sarah 
Miller 

07956 
861346 

3 

Thu 
20 Jul 

1830 Crowning Glory 4.5 L An evening stroll from Ampney Crucis 
around Driffield and Harnhill.  An 
option of a drink afterwards at the 
Crown of Crucis. 

Phil 
Gearing 

01285 
851855 

OTD 
07788 
482710 

2 



 

Sun 
23 Jul 

0930 Rivers, Brooks, 
Lakes and the 

Dog's Hind Leg! 

4.5 L Experience the various landscapes of 
Cotswold Water Park.  Well behaved 
dogs and their owners are invited to 
join us on this walk. The dogs will 
need to be on leads for part of the 
time.  From Neigh Bridge Country 
Park, parking £3, free to members of 
the Cotswold Water Park Trust. The 
number of dogs is limited to 10 on a 
first come first served basis so call 
Sarah to reserve a place for your dog.  

Sarah and 
Paul 

Maidens 

01285 
652369 

OTD 
07881 

567419  

2 

Sun 
23 Jul 

0930 Views from the 
Beacon 

9 S From Painswick we follow the 
Cotswold Way, some hills, good 
views, from Painswick Beacon and 
hill fort.  Three refreshment stops. 

Morag 
Masters 

01793 
751357 

3 

Sun 
30 Jul 

0930 From Ewe to 
Windrush 

7.5 M From the NT carpark at Ewepen we 
walk over well wooded slopes of 
Sherborne Park, onto Sherborne 
Brook and the river Windrush while 
passing through the villages of 
Sherborne and Windrush.  Two 
refreshment stops. 

Andy 
Dearing 

07930 
520506 

3 

Wed 
2 Aug 

1830 A Glimpse of 
Doughton 

3.5 L From the centre of Tetbury the walk 
heads out through the Estcourt Estate 
to the Shipton Moyne road circling 
back past Doughton Manor and 
across to Longfurlong Lane, arriving 
back in Tetbury in time to quench 
ones thirst at one of the local 
hostelries along the main street. 

Jane Bell 07718 
967299 

3 

Sun 
6 Aug 

0930 Straight 
Across Cleeve 

Common 

5 M From the Cotswold Way, Quarry 
carpark, with a view down to 
Winchcombe and then transferring to 
The Isbourne Way, before going to 
The Washpool and then straight 
across the middle of Cleeve 
Common. This part is a steady uphill 
path for about 30 minutes.   Return 
route is on The Cotswold Way along 
the edge of the escarpment.  The 
walk will pause at two special 
viewpoints - the views include the 
racecourse below and The Malverns.  
One refreshment stop. 

Alan & 
Linda Cook 

01285 
861603 

OTD 
07927 
384340 

3 

Sun 
13 Aug 

0930 From Wold to 
Swell? 

9 M From Stow on the Wold free council 
carpark. We go through 
Maugersbury, Lower Swell, Upper 
Swell, & Donnington.  Two 
refreshment stops. 

Marian 
Preston 

01285 
654904 

OTD 
07854 
179541 

3 

Wed 
16 Aug 

1830 Elvis Presley 
40th Memorial 

Walk 
Uh Huh! 

3.5 L From The Gateway Centre we walk 
on tow paths, train tracks and through 
water meadows. Wake afterwards at 
Boathouse.   

John and 
Pat 

Bookwood 

01285 
860407 

OTD 
07803 
707843 

2 



 

Sun 
20 Aug 

0930 A Walk In 
The North 
Cotswolds 

8 M From Moreton-in-Marsh we use the 
Monarch’s Way to Batsford village -
before climbing to the ridge above the 
arboretum. Next down the hill to 
Draycott during which we should get 
some fine views. Then along tracks 
through Neighbrook to Aston Magna. 
We then follow the Diamond Way and 
railway line through Dorn back to 
Moreton.  Two refreshment stops. 

Phil 
Gearing 

01285 
851855 

OTD 
07788 
482710 

4 

Mon 
28 Aug 
Bank 

Holiday 
Monday 

0930 Scenic Gems of 
the Cotswolds 

8 M Starting at Stanton car park we walk 
towards Cotswold Way through three 
pretty villages, with nice views. We 
will walk past Stanway House.  There 
is one climb to Snowshill.  Two 
refreshment stops. 

Andrew 
Coles 

01285 
656974 

OTD 
07967 
151029 

4 

Sun 
3 Sep 

0930 By Castle and 
Ford 

6 M From the Castle Combe car park we 
take the footpath down to the 
picturesque village. We then follow 
the Macmillan Way along the By 
Brook valley to Ford. We return on 
lanes and footpaths with at least one 
steep climb.  Two refreshment stops. 

Mike & 
Rosemary 

Bailey 

01666 
577755 

OTD 
07870 
976315 

4 

Wed 
6 Sep 

1830 All the Kings 
Horses and all 
the Kings Men 

4 L Cirencester haring around the 
Humpty Dumps!  With the opportunity 
of a drink afterwards. 

Richard 
Holmes 

07726 
566609 

NA 

Sun 
10 Sep 

0930 The Land of the 
Lion and the 

Cod 

6 M From Ford we walk over open wold 
and farmland to Cutsdean returning 
through Jackdaw’s Castle.  Five 
stiles.  One refreshment stop. 

Alan 
Brazier  

01285 
654307 

OTD 
07974 
845271 

4 

Sun 
17 Sep 

0930 Three Classic 
Cotswold 

Villages and 
Rolling 

Countryside 

9.5 M From Bledington along the 
Oxfordshire Way to Wyck Rissington 
via Gawcombe Wood. On to Icomb 
on the Diamond Way via Wyck Hill 
and Hill Farm. Return to Bledington 
passing Pebbly Hill Farm. One fairly 
steep climb.  Two refreshment stops. 

John & 
Andrew 
Hartley 

01793 
750630 

OTD 
07899 
629911 

4 

Sun 
24 Sep 

0930 To The Manor 
Born 

8 M From Minster Lovell up to Bushey 
Ground then down to Worsham and 
Asthall Manor.  Returning along the 
River Windrush past Little Minster to 
Minster Lovell.  Two refreshment 
stops. 

Andy 
Dearing 

07930 
520506 

4 

Sun 
1 Oct 

0930 Side by Syde 5.5 M An attractive walk through woodland 
much of which is along bridleways. 
Small detour to see Syde church. 
From Brimpsfield through picturesque 
woodland to visit 12C Syde church 
which still retains its gas lighting and 
box pews.  Through Caudle Green 
and Climperwell Wood and back to 
Brimpsfield.  One refreshment stop. 

Chris & 
Kim Tye 

01285 
644350 

OTD 
07917 
863513 

3 



 

Sun 
8 Oct 

0930 Oxfordshire 
Cotswolds 

6 L Pleasant walk through mostly flat, 
open countryside. From Great 
Coxwell (NT tythe barn in the village) 
we walk to the NT working village of 
Coleshill and then return to Great 
Coxwell. At Coleshill there is a shop 
and café (if open) or the Radnor Arms 
for those wanting a meal afterwards.  
One refreshment stop. 

Dave & 
Sue 

O’Connell 

01285 
711115 

OTD 
07742 
373386 

3 

Sun 
15 Oct 

0930 Three Small 
Villages and a 

Pub 

6.5 M Brockhampton, Sevenhampton and 
Whittington, rolling hills, woodland 
and possibly fine views. One 
refreshment stop.  

Sue Bruton 01285 
657222 

OTD 
07879 
612565 

3 

Sun 
22 Oct 

0930 The 
Warwickshire 

Cotswolds 

8 M From Shipston on Stour to St Dennis, 
Upper Brailes, Barcheston and back 
to Shipston on Stour.  Two 
refreshment stops. 

Martin 
Vincent 

07790 
437908 

4 

Sun 
29 Oct 

0930 Views of the 
Severn and 

Beyond 

10 S A walk that includes Doverow Hill, 
Standish Woods & Haresfield 
Beacon. Some fine Severn views and 
beech woods in autumn.  Free car 
park in Stonehouse.  Two 
refreshment stops 

David 
Pinkard 
Support 

New Walk 
Leader 

01793 
771068 

OTD 
07824 
603711 

3 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO LEAD A WALK IN THE NEXT PROGRAMME (November 2017 to February 2018) 
Please Contact Phil Gearing Cotswoldsrambler1952@gmail.com or 01285 851855 

 

 



 

NOTE TO LEADERS AND BACKMARKERS:  Please carry a whistle, compass, first aid kit, paper and pen, and map.   The 
Leader must appoint a Backmarker who is familiar with the route. If possible the leader should include a mobile phone 
number with any directions for On The Day (OTD) communication. Further guidance is available from the Walk Leaders 
Checklist.  Leaders are kindly asked to give Pat Beckley (01285 861486 or e-mail pat.beckley@btinternet.com) an account of 
their walk by the following Monday morning.   

MEETING PLACE: The Waterloo Car Park, Cirencester, GL7 2QR (SP 026021) cars depart promptly at the time shown in 
the programme.  Registered Assistance Dogs Only are allowed on walks. 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS:  Car drivers must report to the leader for directions to the start point.  Members accepting lifts 
contribute a sum of £2, £3 or £4 to their driver depending on the distance from Cirencester. 

REFRESHMENTS: Please bring sufficient food and drink for the walk.  At least one refreshment stop is made on all walks, 
and two if longer than a morning or afternoon.  

WALK GRADES: Walks are graded in accordance with the Ramblers guidance.  Stout footwear and waterproof clothing are 
advisable.    Below is a guide to the walk grades, if in doubt contact the walk leader. 

Easy Walks for anyone who does not have a mobility difficulty or a specific health problem or is seriously unfit.  

Leisurely Walks for reasonably fit people with at least a little country walking experience.  

Moderate Walks for people with country walking experience and a good level of fitness.  

Strenuous Walks for experienced country walkers with an above average fitness level. 

FOLLOW THE LEADER. Please do not walk in front of the leader. The leader will have planned the route and pace and will 
change either only if exceptional circumstances demand it. If you wish to leave the walk please inform the leader. 

All sporting and leisure activities have inherent hazards associated with them and rambling is no exception. In spite 
of the safety of members always being of the paramount concern, accidents will occasionally occur. It is important, 
therefore, that when entering into the activity, each member appreciates that they have a responsibility to identify the 
hazards associated with the activity and take all reasonable steps to eliminate or minimise the potential for an accident 
to arise. 

 
 The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales.  

Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 


