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Hello Ramblers, 

Welcome all, to our Spring programme of walks 
and Social Activities, where I hope you will find that 
there is something for every one of you to enjoy. 
Thanks to Rosemary, who co-ordinated this 
programme and to all the Walk Leaders and Event 
Organisers for providing us with such a rich and 
varied programme.  

Passionate about paths. 

In Footpath News below, Richard provides us all 
with a welcome insight into the work he is 
organising and the Footpath Maintenance 
Volunteers are undertaking to keep our local 
footpaths open for all. Thanks to Richard and his 
trusty team of flapjack eaters, for all the excellent 
work they do for our favourite charity. If you would 
like to join in, please contact Richard. If you have 
an i-phone or similar, then please download the 
Pathwatch App from the Ramblers Website, so that 
you can easily report any footpath problems you 
encounter with this easy to use App. 

If you have walked the Cotswold Way and tried to 
cross the A417 at the Hot Air Balloon you will have 
taken your life in your hands. The proposed 
changes have now reached the public consultation 
process. Please take an interest in this, it is bound 
to affect footpaths. From 15th February there will 
be an information point in Cirencester Library for 
you to find out more and to pass on your 
comments. This will only be in place until 29th 
March, so do go and have your say.  

Pat and I look forward to seeing many of you in 
Ilfracombe on 13th April for our annual weekend by 
the sea and to walking with you on as many walks 
as possible from this programme.  

NEW WALK LEADERS REQUIRED 

Have you ever thought about leading a walk for 
Ramblers, but been put off by what may be 
involved? 

 We always need new leaders, so I am happy to 
help potential new leaders as follows. If you will 
volunteer, then I will be happy to help you plan your 
first walk of up to six miles, walk it over in advance 
with you, then lead it with you back making. Next 
time I will again help you plan and do the walkover, 
but on the day you can lead and I will back mark for 
you. After that you can fly solo, with your own 
choice of back marker.  

Hopefully this way you can build your confidence 
and enjoy the rewards of leading walks for your 
favourite walking group. 

Please contact me, either by email, mobile or in 
person on a walk. I look forward to hearing from 
you.  

JULY TO OCTOBER PROGRAMME 

Sarah Miller decided to step down from her role as 
Programme Co-Ordinator (July-October) and I 
would like to thank her for her contribution during 
her time on the Committee.  I am pleased to 
welcome Eve Finch and Bob Scott to the 
Committee as joint Programme Co-Ordinators to 
replace Sarah. 

FOOTPATH NEWS 

Things always seem to move slowly on footpaths! 

You may recall from the last Cirencester Rambler 
that we were hoping to make progress on 
upgrading an obstructed footpath which runs north 
from Withington. This path starts at the end of 
Harnham Lane and runs beside a small stream, it 
then heads steeply up a grassy hill where views 
across the valley open up. However, from there on 
things get a little tricky. Firstly, the path runs into 
woods and then peters out. You are on a very 
steep slope in the woods where progress depends 
on being able to hang onto trees. Having made 
your way to the top there is the making of a 
footpath following a wall. The slope down from the 
wall becomes increasingly steep and slippery and 
the path falls away down the slope. At one point a 
rope has been fixed, this gives you something to 
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hang onto, but is not very secure and does not 
reduce the slippery mud underfoot. 

 

Following the initial report last Spring the Footpath 
Committee decided to investigate further. 
Subsequently in the Summer a couple of 
committee members went out on a site visit where 
the path was surveyed in more detail and photos 
taken. These have been sent to Gloucestershire 
County Council and by the Autumn the issue has 
been raised with the GCC Footpath Officer. 

There is the possibility of rerouting the path a few 
meters north on the other side of the wall. This will 
involve removing a couple of hundred meters of 
brushwood, plus some rerouting up through the 
woods. If it is felt by the Footpath Officer that this is 
a way of making the path accessible, then it is 
something that the Cirencester Path Maintenance 
Volunteers could take on. So by December it was 
eventually arranged for a site visit, which was to 
include the Footpath Officer and representatives of 
the Footpath Committee. Two days before the visit 
a heavy snow fall closed the roads and the visit 
was postponed. Then in January another planned 
visit was abandoned due to torrential rain, so we 
are now rearranging for March. 

So you can see that the work of the Committee is 
often delayed and seems to only make slow 
progress.  

However, on a positive note a path in Jackaments 
Bottom near the Kemble Airfield has been 
obstructed by new electric gates for a couple of 
years. Following intervention by the Ramblers and 
local residents the Footpath Officer has been 
considering legal action against the landowner. The 
result is that a new diversion has been installed to 
go around the gates. This has recently been 
surveyed by members of the Footpath Committee, 
and although not quite up to British Standard, is 
now open. 

If you have any queries, please contact Richard 
Holmes horbox@hotmail.com or phone 07726 
566609. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

I am delighted to extend a very warm welcome 
from all existing members, to our new members 
who have joined between 1st October and 31st 
January.  They are: Victoria Collins, Roger & Kathy 
Harris, Antony & Margaret Barnett, Andrew & 
Katerina Miller and Janet & Michael McGrory.  We 
all look forward to walking with you and sharing the 
beautiful Cotswold countryside. 

SHORT MIDWEEK WALKS  

 

Enjoying a sample at the Hook Norton Brewery 

For the first time we have a short midweek walk in 
each month of the new programme. Over the last 
few months we have walked from the Hook Norton 
Brewery and Bibury.  The next walk will be from 
Northleach on Tuesday 20th February.  For 
midweek walks we meet up at the Travel Lodge car 
park and not the Waterloo.  If you are interested in 
leading a walk or joining us then contact Mike 
Bailey 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

 

Last year’s Christmas Lunch was held at The 
Corinium Court Hotel, Cirencester.  Circa 30 
members took part in the pre-lunch walk and over 
50 members and guests enjoyed a festive lunch.  
This year we plan to return to the Corinium Court 
Hotel on Sunday 25th November 2018.  More 
details in future programmes. 

 



 

VILLAGE VISITS 

The monthly Village Visits for our retired walkers 
have included lunch at Cirencester's Beefeater Inn 
and The Clock Tower in Charlton Kings.  Our next 
lunch will be at mid-day on Wednesday 28th 
February at The Plough Inn, Stratton, Cirencester.  
For details of future Village Visits contact Bill & 
Jane Irving 01285 650012 or check our website 
www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk. 

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET AT 
PORTSMOUTH HISTORIC DOCKYARD 

 

On Sunday 3rd December 46 members and guests 
enjoyed an excellent day out at the Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard.  In addition to all the usual 
attractions there was a Victorian Christmas Market 
with many entertainers in period costume. 

CHRISTOPHER SOMERVILLE EVENING TALK  

On 30th November about 20 members and guests 
enjoyed an interesting talk and book signing by 
Christopher at Waterstones Bookshop in 
Cirencester. He explained the journey in creating 
his book “The January Man”.  Earlier in the day he 
and his wife joined some of us for a lunch in The 
Carpenters Arms at Miserden followed by a short 
walk. 

QUIZ NIGHT 21ST FEBRUARY 

Steve and Kathryn Meredith will be running their 
usual quiz night.  The event will take place again at 
the Ampney Crucis Village Hall 1900 for a 1930 
start.  We make up teams on the night so come 
along and enjoy the fun.  Tea, coffee and biscuits 
will be provided; but otherwise BYO drinks.  If you 
have any unwanted Christmas presents, then you 
can donate them to the raffle.  For more details 
contact: Steve and Kathryn (01285 659165) 

AWAY WEEKEND 2018 (13-15 April) 

We are based at the Carlton Hotel in Ilfracombe, 
North Devon for this year’s Away Weekend.  We 
have used all our allocation of hotel rooms with 48 
booked into the hotel.  Three others are in B&B 
accommodation nearby and will be joining the 
group for dinner each evening. We have a range of 
walks of varying lengths on Saturday and Sunday 
so there should be something to suit most people.  
For those that are unable to come on the led walks, 
there are other easy short walks and places of 

interest nearby.  More details about the weekend 
will be published later to those who are coming. 

STRAWBERRY TEA – SUNDAY 1ST JULY 

 

This year’s Strawberry Tea will be held at Jane 
Bell’s house in Tetbury.  We have delayed holding 
the event from its usual spot at the end of June as 
there is an England World Cup match on 24th June, 
apologies to Wimbledon lovers.  More details in the 
next programme.  

A “TASTE OF THE WEST COUNTRY 2018”  

This holiday/walking break will take place between 
8th to 12th October 2018 at the Toorak Hotel in 
Torquay. Some 27 members and guests are 
already booked for this popular event. There will be 
two morning walks during the week, which will 
finish in time to get back to the hotel for the cream 
tea and the cheese and cider tasting.  If you are 
interested in joining us further rooms may still be 
available. Contact Rosemary Bailey for more 
details on 01666 577755 or 
ciren.ramblers@btinternet.com. 

POSSIBLE FUTURE EVENTS 

Your committee is always looking for interesting 
ideas for away days, walks and events (e.g. the 
Hook Norton walk and visit); but we would welcome 
your views and ideas. These events can only take 
place if they get support from sufficient numbers of 
members and their guests, for them to be cost 
effective. One suggestion has been a boat trip from 
Gloucester Quays, with probably a walk 
beforehand. 

RAMBLERS WALKING HOLIDAYS  

Remember, when a member books a holiday with 
Ramblers Walking Holidays (see advert at the end 
of this newsletter), the Walking Partnership 
Payments to Groups, will pay us a contribution of 
£10 to £30 per person, depending on the type of 
holiday.  When you book please quote, 
Cirencester Ramblers Group.  For further 
details of the scheme go to their website 
www.ramblersholidays.co.uk/page/thewalkingpartn
ership 

 

HAPPY RAMBLING   

JOHN BOOKWOOD – CHAIRMAN 



 

Walks Programme March to June 2018 

Further news and updates to the walks programme can be found on our website: www.cirencesterramblers.org.uk  
Walks may vary from the advertised programme as some Leaders will not have been able to do walkovers at time of going to print. 
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Sun 
4 Mar 

09.30 Barbury Castle & 
Draycot Foliat 

6 M We walk on the Northern edge of 
the Marlborough Downs, mainly on 
good tracks, including a section of 
the Ridgeway and a short road 
section. We pass through the Iron 
Age hillfort of Barbury Castle and 
the interesting hamlet of Draycot 
Foliat. Clear weather will provide 
extensive views over the Cotswolds 
and to the Severn. Total height 
climbed is approximately 400 feet. 
(2 refreshment stops). 
Please support new leader  

Gerry Swallowe 01285 
862116  

OTD 
07985 

941784 

£4 

Sun 
11 Mar 
Mother’s 

Day 

09.30 A Walk in the 
Oxfordshire 
Cotswolds 

7.5 L From Charlbury the walk follows 
Clarke’s Bottom to the Wychwood 
Way, which we take to Stonesfield.  
Returning to Charlbury along the 
Oxfordshire Way. (2 refreshment 
stops). 

Mike & 
Rosemary 

Bailey 

01666 
577755 

OTD 
07870 

976315 

£4 

Sun 
18 Mar 

09.30 Spring in the 
Cotswolds 

8 M A walk from Sherborne through the 
NT village and Water Meadows up 
to Great Rissington. We return 
through Broadway Farm and 
Haycroft Bottom. A couple of hills. 
(2 refreshment stops). 

Phil Gearing 01285 
851855 

OTD 
07593 

522772 

£3 

Tue 
20 Mar 

(meet at 
Travel 
Lodge) 

09.30 Following The 
Coln at Fairford 

3.5 E Starting just north of Fairford to 
follow the River Coln on nearby 
paths, over Dillys Bridge and then 
south to lakes 104 and 103.   
Completely level walking with two 
stone stiles at start, but both with 
solid wide stone up steps. 
Opportunity of lunch or coffee and 
cake in the town afterwards. (1 
refreshment stop) 

Alan Cook 01285  
861603 

OTD 
07927 

384340 
 

£2 

Sun 
25 Mar 

Start of BST 

09.30 A Tiny Piece of 
Fosse 

6.5 L  From Sherston to Easton Grey 
with a river valley, rolling farm land, 
on parkland paths.  (2 refreshment 
stops) 

Susan Bruton 01285 
657222 

OTD 
07813 

287362 

£3 

Easter 
Mon 
2 Apr 

09.30 The Folly on the 
Hill 

5 M From the attractive town of 
Broadway, in a loop climbing up 
past Broadway Tower and back to 
Broadway. (1 refreshment stop) 

Sarah Miller 07956 
861346 

£4 



 

Sun 
8 Apr 

09.30 Holy Blood of 
Hailes 

5 M From the ancient Hailes Abbey we 
go to Didbrook before climbing up 
to Stumps Cross.  From there on to 
Farmcote before returning for 
possible Tea & Cake in the cafe. 
(1 refreshment stop) 

Andy Dearing 07930 
520506 

£3 

15 April 
 

 Away Weekend   No walk today as the group is in 
Ilfracombe 

   

Sun 
22 Apr 

09.30 Kingscote 
without the 

Turkey 

5.5 M A walk with extensive countryside 
views from Kingscote to Hazelcote, 
then a steep uphill into Horsley, 
returning via Binley Farm. 
Similar to Bill White’s traditional 
Christmas Lunch walk when we 
used Hunter’s Hall.  (1 refreshment 
stop)  

Alan & Linda 
Cook 

01285  
861603 

OTD 
07927 

384340 
 

£3 

Tue 
24 Apr 

(meet at 
Travel 
Lodge) 

09.30 Wonders of the 
Water Park 

 

5 L A mainly flat walk through the 
Water Park. We can drive the short 
distance to the Bakers Arms for 
lunch and a drink afterwards. (1 
refreshment stop). 

John & Pat 
Bookwood 

01285 
860407 

OTD 
07803 

707843 

£2 

Sun 
29 Apr 

09.30 An “Odd” Walk 7 M From Bledington we walk to Lower 
Oddington circling round Lower 
Oddington Ashes (a wood), then 
Lower Oddington and back on 
paths and tracks, last part on 
Oxfordshire Way back to 
Bledington . (2 refreshment stops) 

Marian Preston 01285 
654904 

OTD 
07854 

179541 

£4 

Wed  
2 May 

18.30 Bourton on the 
Water & Clapton 

on the Hill 
(evening) 

4 M From Bourton on the Water we 
follow the river Windrush skirting a 
lake before climbing to Clapton on 
the Hill. We then return across 
fields to Bourton where we can 
enjoy a drink beside the river. (1 
refreshment stop) 

Bob Scott 07807 
936674 

£3 

Mon  
7 May 
Bank 

Holiday 
 

09.30 Old Father 
Thames 

6 L From Lechlade we take a level path 
beside the church of St Lawrence 
to St John’s Bridge. Walking along 
the riverbank we cross the Thames 
by a footbridge known as Bloomers 
Hole to Buscot Lock, we then 
continue following the river to 
Kelmscott passing close to the 
Manor. Walking through the village 
we then make our way back across 
the fields to Lechlade. (1 
refreshment stop) 

Dave & Sue 
O’Connell 

01285 
711115 

OTD 
07742  

373386 

£3 



 

Sun 
13 May 

09.30 Panoramic Views 
and Woodland 

Trails  
  
 

7 M The route starts at Haresfield 
Beacon with wonderful views over 
the Vale of Gloucester to South 
Wales beyond.  Passing several 
sites of historical interest the walk 
continues through varied 
countryside to Standish 
Wood.  Several short reasonably 
steep climbs and a small number of 
stiles. (2 refreshment stops) 

Chris & Kim 
Tye 

01285 
644350 

OTD 
07917 

863513 

£3 

Wed  
16 May 

18.30 Did the Cat Eat 
the Custard? 

(evening) 

4 E Heading south from Shipton 
Moyne, we pick up the Fosse Way 
before joining the Palladian Way 
through Easton Grey, then along 
backroads and fields back to 
Shipton Moyne and a drink.  (1 
refreshment stop) 

Jane Bell 07718 
967299 

£3 

Sun 
20 May 

09.30 A Miserly Wish 
for Winstone 

5 M Walking between Miserden and 
Winstone going via fields and 
woodland paths in Miserden Park. 
Both the villages have interesting 
churches and we will have fine 
views across the Frome Valley. 
Some strenuous climbs at the start 
and finish.  (1 refreshment stop) 

Andrew Coles 01285 
656974 

OTD 
07967 

151029 

£3 

Mon  
28 May 
Bank 

Holiday 

09.30 Uffington Castle 
& White Horse 

8 M We walk via the Ridgeway to 
Waylands Smithy, Uffington Castle 
and the White Horse before 
dropping down to Woolstone and 
Compton Beauchamp and then it is 
a steady climb back to the 
Ridgeway. (2 refreshment stops) 

Bob Scott 07807 
936674 

£4 

Thu 
31 May 

(meet at 
Travel 
Lodge) 

09.30 The Leach Valley 

(The Walk About 

Festival) 

4.5 E From Eastleach we walk upstream 

along the River Leach to Akeman 

Street and back.  (1 refreshment 

stop and the opportunity of lunch 

and a drink in the Victoria Inn) 

Mike & 
Rosemary 

Bailey 

01666 
577755 

0TD 
07870 

976315 

£3 

Sun 
3 Jun 

09.30 Berkeley Pill & 
The River Severn 

6.5 L A flat walk from Sharpness to 
Berkeley returning via the Berkeley 
Pill and the River Severn.  We 
should have far reaching views 
ranging from the Cotswolds and 
across to the Forest of Dean. (2 
refreshment stops) 

Andy Dearing 07930 
520506 

£4 

Wed 
6 Jun 

18.30 In and About 
Fairford 

(evening) 

4 L Walking in and around Fairford. 
and opportunity for drink at the end. 
(1 refreshment stop) 

Dave & Sue 
O’Connell 

01285 
711115 

OTD 
07742 

373386 

£2 



 

Sun 
10 Jun 

09.30 Soudley Ponds 
and River Severn 
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From the carpark we walk down 
through a wooded valley passing 
Soudley Ponds to Upper Soudley. 
Continuing down the valley 
following Soudley Brook passing 
through Lower Soudley to Two 
Bridges. After morning coffee, we 
walk through fields to Haie Grove 
and onto Bullo Pill. Then along the 
River Severn to Newnham on 
Severn for lunch. After we climb 
through fields to Blaize Bailey 
before descending through woods 
back to the cars. One steep climb.  
(3 refreshment stops) 
 
Those on the short walk will leave 
the main group at Haie Grove 
climbing through woods to Blaize 
Bailey and then descending back to 
the cars. One steady climb.  (2 
refreshment stops) 

Steve & Ann 
Jones 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike & 
Rosemary 

Bailey 

01594 
826805  

OTD 
07826 

167718 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01666 
577755 

0TD 
07870 

976315 

£4 

Thu 
14 Jun 

(meet at 
Travel 
Lodge) 

09.30 Along the 
Windrush Valley 
at Swinbrook & 

Astall 

4 E We walk in the Swinbrook and 
Astall area through fields to 
Widford, then back along the other 
side of the river, along quiet lanes. 
(1 refreshment stop and the chance 
of a pub lunch/drink at the end) 

Steve & 
Kathryn 
Meredith 

01285 
659165 

OTD 
07502 

281184 

£3 

Sun 
17 Jun 

09.30 Chocolate Box 
Walk 

7.5 L From Bourton-on-the-Water 
incorporating Upper and Lower 
Slaughter. Tucked down in the Eye 
Valley this pair of Villages are the 
most charming in the area. Country 
lanes, tracks, riverside pastures 
and some road walking.  
(2 refreshment stops) 

Sylvia 
Hemmings 

01285 
655637 

OTD 
07487 

677444 

£3 

Wed 
20 Jun 

18.30 The Green Hill & 
Secret Valley 

 (evening) 

4 M A circular walk from Aldbourne 
visiting Green Hill and the Secret 
Valley.  Afterwards a drink in the 
Blue Boar. (1 refreshment stop) 
 

John & Pat 
Bookwood 

01285 
860407 

OTD 
07803 

707843 

£4 

Sun 
24 Jun 

09.30 The Cotswold 
Way at Wortley 

5 M This walk follows the Cotswold Way 
from Wortley through Alderley then 
along lesser used paths through a 
lovely part of the Cotswolds. A 
track leads up a beautiful valley to 
the hilltop village of Tresham then 
drops down the hillside to 
Ozleworth Bottom with excellent 
views before returning to Wortley. 
(1 refreshment stop) 

George 
Savvides 

01285 
885839 

OTD 
07454  

930111 
 

£4 

IF YOU ARE ABLE TO LEAD A WALK IN THE NEXT PROGRAMME (July - Oct 2018) 
Please contact one of the new joint Programme Co-Ordinators 

Eve Finch (0778 4843063  eve.finch@gmail.com) or Bob Scott (07807 936674  r-scott@sky.com ) 

 



 

 

NOTE TO LEADERS AND BACKMARKERS:  Please carry a whistle, compass, first aid kit, paper and pen, and map.   The Leader 
must appoint a Backmarker who is familiar with the route. If possible the leader should include a mobile phone number with any 
directions for On The Day (OTD) communication. Further guidance is available from the Walk Leaders Checklist.  Leaders are kindly 
asked to give Pat Beckley (01285 861486 or e-mail pat.beckley@btinternet.com) an account of their walk by the following Monday 
morning.   

MEETING PLACE: On Sundays, Bank Holidays and evenings - The Waterloo Car Park, Cirencester, GL7 2QR (SP 026021).  On mid-

week mornings - the Travelodge Cirencester Hotel car park, Burford Road (A429), Cirencester.  Cars depart promptly at the 
time shown in the programme.  Registered Assistance Dogs Only are allowed on walks. 

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS:  Car drivers must report to the leader for directions to the start point.  Members accepting lifts contribute 
a sum of £2, £3 or £4 to their driver depending on the distance from Cirencester. 

REFRESHMENTS: Please bring sufficient food and drink for the walk.  At least one refreshment stop is made on all walks, and 
two if longer than a morning or afternoon.  

WALK GRADES: Walks are graded in accordance with the Ramblers guidance.  Stout footwear and waterproof clothing are advisable.    
Below is a guide to the walk grades, if in doubt contact the walk leader. 

Easy Walks for anyone who does not have a mobility difficulty or a specific health problem or is seriously unfit.  

Leisurely Walks for reasonably fit people with at least a little country walking experience.  

Moderate Walks for people with country walking experience and a good level of fitness.  

Strenuous Walks for experienced country walkers with an above average fitness level. 

FOLLOW THE LEADER. Please do not walk in front of the leader. The leader will have planned the route and pace and will change 
either only if exceptional circumstances demand it. If you wish to leave the walk please inform the leader. 

All sporting and leisure activities have inherent hazards associated with them and rambling is no exception. In spite of the 
safety of members always being of the paramount concern, accidents will occasionally occur. It is important, therefore, that 
when entering into the activity, each member appreciates that they have a responsibility to identify the hazards associated 
with the activity and take all reasonable steps to eliminate or minimise the potential for an accident to arise. 

 

The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England & Wales.  
Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW 


